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compassion men who had some scheme of war or hunting pass
a whole week, taking scarcely anything. They show such fix-
ity of purpose that they will not desist until they have seen in
a dream what they desire,—either a herd of moose, or a band
of Iroquois put to flight, or something similar,—mo very diffi-
cult thing for an empty brain, utterly exhausted with hunger,
and thinking all day of nothing else.

“Let us say something about the art of Medicine in vogue in
this country. Their science consists in ascertaining the cause
of the ailment, and applying the remedies.

“They deem the most common cause of illness to come from
failure to give a feast after some successful fishing or hunting
excursion ; for then the Sun, which takes pleasure in feasts, is
angry with the one who has been delinquent in his duty, and
makes him il

“Besides this general cause of sickness, there are special ones,
in the shape of certain little genii, malevolent in their nature,
which thrust themselves of their own accord, or are sent by
some enemy, into the parts of the body that are most diseased.
Thus, when any one has an aching head, or arm, or stomach,
they say that a Manitou has entered this part of the body, and
will not cease its torments until it has been drawn or driven out.

“The most common remedy, accordingly, is to summon the
Juggler, who comes attended by some old men, with whom he
holds a sort of consultation on the patient’s ailment. After this,
he falls upon the diseased part, applies his mouth to it, and, by
sucking, pretends to extract something from it, as a little stone,
_ or a bit of string, or something else, which he has concealed in
his mouth beforchand, and which he displays, saying: ‘There is
the Manitou ; now thou art cured, and it only remains to give a
feast.’

“The Devil, bent on tormenting those poor blinded creatures
even in this world, has suggested to them another remedy, in
which they place great confidence. It consists in grasping the
patient under the arms, and making him walk barefoot over
the live embers in the cabin; or, if he is so ill that he cannot
walk, he is carried by four or five persons, and made to pass
slowly over all the fires, a treatment which often enough results



